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ſtantial riches. We ſhould loſe our religion 
- Infhort, we ſhould be able to fecure no- 

ing but the foil of our iſland; and that too we 


ſhould be obliged to cultivate, not for ourſelves, but 
for others. 
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13 Or BANKS, any 

But if, at the time, at which they have only eigh- 
teen millions in coin, the nation fall into the 
uſe of Paper-credit, and ſhould circulate a fum of 
twelve millions in Paper-money, in order to quick- 
en | „and to enable the people to carry on 
a more extenſive trade; it is evident, they may 


parably 
<< gold. On which account, trade muſt neceſſari- 
ly circulate; and the poorer nations muſt gra- 
I qually carry it off from the richer. However, | 
< there is ſome comfort (it is faid) in loſing our 


© In his Political Diſcourſe of Money. 
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which credit will not be extended. 
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« of plenty.” = 
Tus is the moſt plauſible objection, that ever 
has been made againſt paper- credit. 
ü. —, it will appear to be ill ſounded. | 
rr of ſome kind or other is neceſſary where- 
ever there is much trade. In nations, where there 
is great ſimplicity of manners and little trade, 
there is little neceſſity either of borrowing, or of 
buying, credit. But as commerce is enlarg- 


be faid to come in the place of money 
koned , and is 4 ' money. 
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have great 


feed and cloath its inhabitants, cannot 
out a foreign trade. The Britiſh are in different 


circumſtances. Their iſland is more than fuffict- 
ent to feed and to cloath its inhabitants, 


they were much more 
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SECT 1 


Of Nationart Dasrs. 


HE caſe of public banks and that of public 
debts ſeem to be very different. In a com- 


not abſolutely neceſſary, i leaſt great * 

vantage. 38 encreaſ- 
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treaſury is like a private man's locking up great ſums 


pres houſes, cannot be of any advantage in trade. 
hat neither circulates, nor is a fund of credit, 
can have no influence in commerce. The French 


dam, if all thoſe vaſt treaſures, which have 
laid up in its dark caverns from time to time, 
remained untouched hitherto, it ſeems to be 
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gether unſuitable to the policy of ſuch a mercantile 


people ® 
AFTER all, a pcorer State chiefly addicted to 
2griculture and paſturage, and fs employed in 
the elegancies and ornaments of hte by 
an extenſive trade, may be, in many reſpecis, pre- 
ferable to a richer commercial nation. The inha- 


bitants of fuch a poorer country may be more nu- 


merous, more healthy, and more virtuous. They 
may, by being more wariike, be more able to de- 
fend themiclves at home:; and may likewiſe be a- 


bundantiy provided with the real neceſſaries and 


conventencies of hie. 


ut, if they will 
not be fatisfied with ſuch ſimplicity ; if a people 
muſt have delicacies and ornaments, and the trade 
and manufactures that are neceſſary 
them ; they muſt not exclude thoſe maxims, that 
are ſuitable io ſuch an end. It is ridiculous to be 
perpetually extolling trade and muanufactures, 
while we are conftantly railing at what is evidently 
rr 
This is to act inconſiſtently, and to aim at impoſ- 
ſibilities. 
Taxis things in this view, it may be eaſily 
demonſtrated, that public debts are not ſo difad- 
vantageous in rich commercial nations, as in na- 
tions where the bears a greater propor- 
ns the wade —— — 
6. and 
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how far a nation may go in borrowing. Neither, 
indeed, would it be good policy. It is much bet- 
ter to keep far on the ſaſe and never to ſtretch 
the public credit. But, certai | 
fuch a rich commercial nation as 
ger than many have imagined. Dr. Davenant, in 
the end of the laſt century, when the public debts 
were about fourteen millions, was poſitive, that, 
if they were ſuffered to riſe higher, nay, if they 
were not gradually cleared, muſt be un- 


done . Yet we have ſeen them riſe io thrice that 


_— is become richer than it was 
How a limit muſt certainly be. No nati- 
on can contract debts without end. Public debts 
may be too high. One may be authorized to ſay, 
„ ana. 
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ſince the legiſlature appears evidently to be of this 
opinion, and ſeems anxious to have them reduced. 


SEES 


Of the Sourcs of the Nationat DuBts of 
| England. | 


Ju we conſider the vaſt debts, that have 


deen contracted in England; in one view, 
it ſeems im intirely to juſtify the conduct, 
which has the cauſe of them; in another, 
ſuch high debts are not a bad fymptom of the times, 
and mark a peculiar diſtinction betwixt the temper 
of the nation before and fince the Revolution. 
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** that he in 1 
ed the principles of his father; though would 
neither run the riſk, nor take the trouble of eſtabliſh- 
ing his favourite fyſtem. Guided by French and 
iſh counſels, he foon loſt the hearts of his people. 
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does he calculate, how much he pays towards clear- 
ing the public debts. But, without any ſuch cal- 
xlltion, he 6nd more 


| managements | 
the government fince the Revolution ? Has this 
fallen into as errors? Has it been guilty 


government 
of no abuſes? Whatever 
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ly connected with the bleſſings we enjoy above moſt 


other nations. There can be no unmixed hap- | 
pineſs in this world. A nation cannot have juſt e- 
no more. If it enjoys a | 
fure of liberty, it muſt be content to | 
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the reſerve that | in the laſt 
= life. This hero n 
popularity during bis life: he had too great a 
to alter his os. Arg and to aſſect them at his 
death. Having otten faced death in the field with 
courage, he felt its adual approaches without 
any concern for himſelf, and had no other con- 
cern but for the welfare of Europe. 

To judge of him from his actions, and to put 
the moſt natural conſtruction on his conduct, the 
welfare of Europe, and the preſervation of liber- 
ty were always in his view; the accompliſhment 
of theſe great ends the main buſineſs of his life. 
Ac con q to M. Voltaire, the Prince of O- 
range had conceived vaſt ns, nay, was more 
ambitious than Lewis XIV. This may be allow- 
ed ; there are few great men without great am- 


hw: nets: Wl 
of proteCting them againſt the attacks of Lewis. . 
Lewis attacked Holland from pride and a deſire of 
glory : It was the glory of William to defend that 
ſinking State. Lewis was ambitious of deftroying 
the proteſtant religion in France : William, of pro- 
tecting and preſerving it in Britain. Lewis was 
2 rn 
tic fway : Will preſerving the rights 
conſcience facred and inviolable. Lonky cud. 
tion was accompanied with injuſtice and cruelty, 
both to his own ſubjects and to his neighbours: 
William's, with juſtice and mercy. To finiſh the 
compariſon: Lewis was diſappointed of his ambi- 
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or National Riches; and of the Riches of | 


Great Britain. 
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SECT. L 
Of NarioxAL Ricnes in general. 


Nation may be opulent 
the fame time that public debts are high. 
This will appear to be the condition of Bri- 


A 


procuring them: but neither the one, nor the 


other, is true. Induſtry is the chief mean of Riches: 
It is far more neceſſary than filver or gold. The 
thoſe things which = conſiſt in the abundance of 


thoſe things 

Where theſe neceſſaries are 
in plenty, it is of little conſequence what the mo- 
ney or the bullion is, or whether there is any mo- 
ney or not. Money ſerves only 
hangs of commuttries, and w fn their various 
values in proportion to one another. In this re- 
ſpeQt it is uſeful. It may allo be conſidered as real 
wealth ; both becauſe metals have 2 
certain intrinſic value, and becauſe mankind have 
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eompared with the cattle, corn, and other com- 
modities, money is certainly a trifle ®. 

SUPPOSE each man in the nation had 3 J. in 

caſh, and there were ten millions of people, we 

would have thirty millions of coin ; © rs 

our com- 

do thirty 


perhaps, than is abſolutely neceſſary 
merce. Yet how ſmall a i irty 
millions bear to the whole walue of the lands, and 
all the other wealth of Britain and Ireland ! 


Dr. Davenant. who wrote ma: 2 on Poke 
Cloyne, in his Queriſt ; and Mr. Hume, in his P 


rical Diſcourſes, agree in this opinion about money. 
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the comfortable condition of the Commons is one 
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it is certain, that there may be many lively ſenti- 
ments of piety in the heart, under a leis religious 
appearance: fo that it is, perhaps, in truth, more 
than any whether there is not 
in Britain, at preſent, as much real piety and vir- 
ue, as Was in it at any point of time ſince the 


puted to vanity, to luxury, and to ſelſiſh effemi- 


may 
cial taſte, to a friendly diſpoſition, or to love of 


often, no doubt, be attributed to a fo- 
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ac their pariſh, to wander about, as the vari- 
« ous ſeaſons invite, to every ſcene of falſe 
« gaiety, to frequent and fhine in all public 
« places, their own pulpits excepted; or, 
« their age and fituation fet them above theſe 
« puerile amuſements, to ſlumber in a ſtall. 
« haunt levees, or follow the gainful trade 
c election- jobbing; we need not wonder, 
that they are contemned by both good and 
But, it is to be hoped, there are only a 
who deſerve this character. It is 


= 


— 


* 


15 
FIE 


order, as well as on other profeſſions ; 
that the generality of the clergy both 
deſerve to be, honoured and 


b 


FE 


withſtanding the ſtrongeſt efforts of ſceptics and 
of free-thinkers, it is probable the clergy will 
not fall into general contempt. Indeed, ſuch 
as are vicious, fuch as in a free proteſtant 
country ſet up too high claims to authority i 


8. 


matters of religion, ſuch as dema 
regard merely on account of their 


any man who will not blindly ſubmit 
order, may, perhaps, be deſpiſed. And, if 
of ſo exceptionable a character ſhould be 
contemned, it is none of the worſt 
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No doubt, a courſe of proper diſcipline ſuch as 
we read of during n 
the ancient nations, the & „for inſtance, 
and the Romans will domuch to inſpire valour and 
patriotiſm. But it is not eaſy to entertain the ſame 
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know the perſonal merit of every one they em- 
ploy. They muſt troll to their miniſters. If the 
manners of the court of France are, as they are 
confeſſed to be, as vain and effeminate as thoſe of 


| ficnle, the jnviquee be malt ve 
vi, of coo incangn, Tet, and femany, as of- 
choice in procuring commiſſions and 
like caufes will pervert a miniſter in 
t is faid the power of our parliaments 
dangerous factions in Britain. But 
nay, in truth there are, as violent 
baſe and unmanly intrigues, in order 
to good ——_ of 6 bios of Fre, a 
—— 04 1g 5, | - pagirny yeb nom Lan 
recommendations to court favour. In 
ſact, it will be found, that there are as fooliſh and 


c as in 


AA! m, the — of the French 
nobility, princi military honour, are 
{ad open te Ra ſc of ir ec 
minate manners. ** h commerce (fays the 
-.- wr bee roy bebe. encouraged in France, 
6 it is chiefly encouraged among the commons: 
os OE 
4 kind of motive, and allowed to reap the chief 
4 profits of it, the nobleſſe or gentry are in hon- 
Nr The lead- 
ing ranks in France are not ſo rich, 2 
being diſcouraged from trading, their po- 
verty drives them to the of arms as the 
neceſſary means of ſupport + Hence the French 
are both a commercial and a warlike nation, The 


® Eſtimate, page 205. + Ibid. page 204. 
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effeminacy of their manners is corrected, and the 
danger ariſing from it much prevented by the 
greater remainder of military genius. 

In this repreſentation there are ſome things, 
which cannot be conteſted. Indeed, the Britiſh 
reckon themſelves „that they cannot diſpute 
the truth of them. gentlemen of France 


20 into the army more frequently, N 


in England. Engliſh are not under the fame 
as the French : the gentry and nobility are 
rich, and the of > merchants danouradle 


nor favourite of the 
king can make them uneaſy, tho? they live at home 
upontheireſtates, and neither go . 
any of their family to the court or tothe — 3 
French nobleſſe are poor. It is reckoned 

able for them to trade. Should they decline going 
to the court, or entering into the army, the cout 
bas many methods of diſtreſſing them. So they muſt 
fly to the army for their ſupport and proteQtion. 
But this does not render a French 22 
tiſh army. Indeed, the Britiſh ought rather to be 
preferred, fince its leaders are not more ſelfiſh, more 
rain, or more effeminate, than thoſe of the French; 
and the private men in the Britiſh fervice muſt be 
confeſſed to be better, the commons in Britain be- 


leaſt equall courageous, and more 
— — France. 
Turn js another reſpect, indeed, in which 
the French have the ad Their armies are 
more numerous; and to this, rather than to any fu- 
perior bravery, their ſucceſs in the late war is to 
be aſcribed. In this reſpect it is not propoſed to 
make a compariſon. The Britiſh will yield to 
their rivals the honour of having ſuch great armies : 
they prefer the arts of peace: ” their Government 
conſults their happineſs, and does not, like the 


1 | French, employ them in frequent wars without 
®* Eltimate, page 205. 
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rupted. In their integrity and activi 
reſource. When thoſe in higher life are 
in depravity and effeminacy, if there is any 
e left in the nation, and ſcarce can 
any Civilized be ſuppoſed wholly deſtitute 
of either of them, the cry and influence of this 
part of the people will often be able to find 
them out, and bring them into play. Our conſti- 
tution, therefore, having ſuch a high mixture of 
— is better than the defpotiſm of 
France, to preſerve us from deſtruction. 
Bur, God be thanked ! there is no neceſſity to 
poo hay minds Ang wer og ere 982 


gracious ſovereign, who is fo juſtly 
IT FT pili, i a 
able to ſupport the nation 
» , od r RR 
nenn 
of the cauſe of their country. 


have a lively image; the fimile is fine; nothing is 
wanting but ſolidity. One would think the French 


had not only made themſelves maſters of the plains 
of America, but had beat us on the plains of Sa- 


there is a 
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ſuch remarkable defeats, hitherto, if the advantage 
is not on our ſide, the loſſes are pretty equally ba- 
lanced betwixt the two nations +, that of Minorca 
alone excepted. By the loſs of this i 

iſland, the conqueſt of our forefathers ſince the 
Revolution, we have not only loft an uſeful ſtation 
for our ſhips, but, which is of greater moment, 
have ſuffered in our national honour. Yet there is 


conſiderable defeat or actual calamity. 
N religion, when a ſinner deſpairs of mercy, 


Nee tamen hæ clades defeti ſociorum move · 


redeunti, et obviam itum fre quenter ab omnibus ordi- 
ere 


Liess Fg 3 
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To promote ſuch a courageous ſpirit, to prevent 
a baleful deſpondency, and not ” JP any ill- 
concerted puſi]lanimous meaſures or conduct, hath 
the writer of the Characteriſtics taken upon him 
to offer ſome reſlections on the ſtate of the Public. 
HY 2 wr Hence had 4 
deludingor ſeducing the people, and «ſaying Peace, 
e As with bes 
he will not make the heart of the righteous fad, 
© whom God hath not made fad, fo neither will 
© ke ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, that he 
* ſhould not return from his wicked way, by pro- 
| God there i 
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trieve their character, would i 

opinion of their c „ they m 

uſe of the riches and ſtrength 

time is not too late. Though engaged in a war 
inft a „we have many reſources. 

reat as the power of France muft be acknow- 


as We are 
more effeminate than we are, before | 
can expect to conquer this Iſland. The Britiſh 
ought not to deſpiſe their enemy. Yet when we 
conſider our ſituation, in an iſland, the greatneſs 
of our naval power, that our enemies dare hardly 
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wealth and numbers 
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than can be ſuppoſed under an abfolute monarchy, 
and no man being wholly contemptible, fuch a 
government may well be called a government, not 
| 2. ac ef toe. Under ſuch a conſtitution 
there neither is, nor indeed can be, fuch opprefs 

1 procedure, as under a i 


2 
may ſee that his life, his perſonal liberty, and his 
property are more ſecure, than under a deſpotic 
monarchy. Hence it will not be natural for 


him to feel a boldneſs and of mind, 
but he has reaſon to conceive, that he has a greater 
intereſt in the than any man can 


have under an + monarchy. He has ftrong- 
er motives to love, ſupport, and fight for his coun- 
try. The attachments to the family, the perſon, 
ſo powerful 


It is 
in France is 


* than we commonly apprehend er thunder 
rr 
« extraordinary.” What may be apprehended, I will 
not pretend to ſay. Mens ſafety does not depend upon 
what they may apprehend, but on the real nature of 
their condition. One may be in great danger, when 
he does not apprehend it. Whether one is in ſafety, 
mult be determined not from what does, but from what 
may, happen. A fubjeft in France may be merry and 
jovial ; but he has not an equal ſecu: ĩty with a fubje& 
of Britain, of not being thrown imo priſon never 
more to be heard of. Though few are ſtruck dead 
with thunder, yet no man on earth is as fafe from thun- 
der as if he were above the clouds. 
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of two or three great men is rarely to be ſeen in 


any one family. Hardly can it be expected, that 
a royal education, in an abſolute monarchy, ſhould 


give a better chance to the families of princes. 


Ir it be faid, that abſolute monarchs have an | 
advantage over republics, becauſe they can keep 


their counſcls more ſecret; this will be found more 
ſpecious than folid. Either theſe occaſions are 


very rare, in which an abſolute fecrecy is neceflary 


for the public ſafety ; or, if they occur more fre- 


quently, free governments are not incapable of all 


that ſecrecy which is needful. * A limited royal 
authority, 
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Ixs rr ap, therefore, of that the 
counſels of an abſolute monarchy muſt be ſteady, 
we may conclude, on the 
ſo much depends on the ſingle 
of am arbi monarch, or of his prime mini 
"ſtability of conduct, even in things of the greateſt 


and an able prince of an aQive and enterprizing 


& in politics, which will remain true to the 
« poſterity ; if we have not as yet had the 
<« rience of above three thouſand years; it we 
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& want ſufficient materials upon which. we can. 
& reaſon in the ſcience of politics; if it is not fully 
4 known what degrees of refinement, either in 


virtue or in vice, human nature is ſuſeeptible 


% of, nor what may be expected of mankind from 
« any great 1.volution in their education, cuſtoms, 
«© or principles; much lefs can we form any cer- 
tain concluſions from the ay es of the 
French monarchy during only an hundred years. 
How foon was an end put to all the grand de- 
figns of Henry IV ! A fatal proof how little an ab- 
folute monarchy can be depended upon. 
NoTwiTHSTANDING the political adminiſtra- 
tion of cardinal. Richelieu, the reign of Lewis 
XIII. wurniſhes us with little that was truly great. 
Ir may be doubted, whether Lewis XIV. not- 


war during forty years, did not leave France 
poorer and weaker, than he found it when: he 
entered on the adminiſtration of the government, 


According to monſieur de Voltaire, who rather 


writes a panegyric than a hiſtory of this prince, 
before the peace. of Utrecht France was drained of 
men and money. Some parts of it were ravaged 
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this their boaſted monarch, and for the victories 
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gained by him during the firſt part of his rei 
Francs has flouriſhed more under his 
ceſſor, though his 


the whole 


greatneſs againſt all the power of the 
narchs. Thoſe deſpotic princes, who were ma- 


ers of ſuch extenſive dominions, and command- 
ed ſo many millions of people, did not think 
themſelves ſafe ates adadedaagy © 

; re 
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by the free ſtate of Carthage. It was not con- 
quered at laſt by any of the neighbouring kings, 
but by one of its own citizens. While it preſerv- 
ed its freedom, the fierceſt and moſt numerous ar- 
mies of barbarians, from the northern regions of 
Europe, could make no im on its domini- 
: but, being reduced to a deſpotic monarchy, 
this huge empire fell a prey to the poſterity of thoſe 
barbarians. In modern times, the free ſtates in 
Switzerland have preſerved their country and their 
conſtitution, in ſpite of all the abſolute monarchs 


deere Abou few 
es ofthe Spaniſh monarchy, being driven it 
wr 1 1 during a long 


formed themſelves into a common- 

war, withſtood the 

whole power of Spain. ” o 2s GR 
bravely defended tliemfelves againſt Lewis Xl 

and baffled all his attempts in the midſt of his 


glory. Abſolute monarchs have often ſubdued 
one another. The Tartarian 'Famerlane, the de- 
ſpotic lords of the Saracens and of the Turks, 


have over-run great tracts of the earth, and have 
feebler deſpotic mcaarchies, corrupted 
with vice and luxury. But examples of free ſtates 
falling before abſolute monarchies are very rare: 
R corrupted than 
the Britiſh, Britain would have more to fear: 


But when it is acknowledged, that the manners of 


the French are as vain and as effeminate, as thoſe 


of the Britiſh, it is not the deſpotiſm of France, and | 
the freedom of tFe Britiſh Government, that will 


give the French the advantage. In truth, if we 


may be allowed to form conjectures about the 


times or the ſeaſons, n 
which the great Father of the world hath put on- 

ty in his own power, it is not Britain, that ought 
to tremble for fear of France; but France, that 
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